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SUBJECT 
Appointment of School Board Trustees to the newly formed Clearwater Valley 
School District #245 and Grangeville School District #246 

REFERENCE 
December 18, 2024 State Board of Education approved the proposed 

division of Mountain View School District #244 to 
Clearwater Valley School District #245 and Grangeville 
School District #246 and forwarded it to the electorate. 

May 20, 2025 Based on support from a majority of voters, the division 
of Mountain View School District #244 to Clearwater 
Valley School District #245 and Grangeville School 
District #246 was approved. 

June 10, 2025 Superintendent of Public Instruction Critchfield issued 
a Final Order pursuant to Idaho Code § 33-307, which 
ordered legal descriptions be created for Clearwater 
Valley School District No. 245 and Grangeville School 
District No. 246. 

APPLICABLE STATUTE, RULE OR POLICY 
Idaho Code § 33-307, Idaho Code § 33-312, Idaho Code § 33-313, Idaho Code § 

33-405, Idaho Code § 33-505.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
Pursuant to Idaho Code § 33-505(3), the State Board of Education must appoint 
trustees for the newly created school districts. The Code does not specify a 
process for the appointments; the process used here is based on precedent and 
repeating the steps taken at the time of the last school district division in 2007. 
That process requires the Department of Education to create a list of 
recommended trustees to provide to the Board.   

To that end, the Department developed an application to be completed by those 
seeking appointments to the newly formed school boards. The materials were 
collected by Mountain View School District Superintendent Alica Holthaus and 
forwarded to the Idaho County Clerk, who verified each applicant meets the 
requirements of Idaho Code § 33-405. Those requirements are, “Each trustee shall 
at the time of his nomination and election, or appointment, be a school district 
elector of his district and a resident of the trustee zone from which nominated or 
appointed.”  A qualified elector under Idaho Code § Section 34-104, is “any person 
who is eighteen (18) years of age, is a United States citizen and who has resided 
in this state and in the county at least thirty (30) days next preceding the election 
at which he desires to vote, and who is registered as required by law.”  
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The Department formed a work group to determine the recommendations 
submitted to the Board. The work group consisted of the following members: 
Shawn Keough, State Board of Education; Spencer Barzee, Idaho Department of 
Education; Misty Swanson, Idaho School Board Association; Ted Lindsley, Idaho 
County Commissioner; Kathy Ackerman, Idaho County Clerk; Martha Smith, 
Kooskia resident; and Lamar Johnson, Elk City resident. Work group members 
reviewed the trustee application materials and thereafter participated in a meeting 
where the work group reached a consensus on recommendations for each trustee 
zone in both school districts.  

The recommendations are as follows: 

Clearwater Valley School District 

Zone 1 Karen Syron 

Zone 2 Troy Biesecker 

Zone 3 Aaron Teats 

Zone 4 Thomas James Wellard 

Zone 5 Jon Menough 

Grangeville School District 

Zone 1 Tyler Harrington 

Zone 2 Jamie Russell 

Zone 3 Melissa Lane 

Zone 4 Bernadette Edwards 

Zone 5 Larry Dunn 

IMPACT 
Each trustee appointed by the Board will serve through the end of 2025. In 
November 2025, all trustee seats will be on the ballot to commence new terms on 
January 1, 2026. Once the new trustees are appointed, they will need to decide 
which seats will be up for 2-year terms on the November ballot and which will be 
up for 4-year terms on the November ballot. After this initial election, all seats will 
be on 4-year terms. 

Per the proposal to divide the Mountain View School District approved by the 
Board, the new school districts will operate as one for the 2025-2026 school year 
to allow for planning and transition. The closing district will be managed 
cooperatively by the trustees of the two new districts. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 – Substantive excerpts of Clearwater Valley School District 
applications 
Attachment 2 – Substantive excerpts of Grangeville School District applications 
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BOARD STAFF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

State Board of Education staff recommends approving the trustee list as 
recommended by the State Department of Education. 
 
The Department put together a transparent process that leveraged both elected 
and non-elected Idaho County community members to help determine the best 
possible slate of candidates for the newly formed school districts. Furthermore, the 
community will have the ability to either approve or remove any of the appointed 
school district members within six months, in the November election. This process 
has set up both Grangeville School District and Clearwater Valley School District 
for success.  
 

BOARD ACTION 
I move to approve the recommendation of the Department of Education work 
group to appoint the following individuals to the Clearwater Valley School District 
#245, pursuant to Idaho Code § 33-505: 
 

• Zone 1 – Karen Syron 

• Zone 2 – Troy Biesecker 

• Zone 3 – Aaron Teats 

• Zone 4 – Thomas James Wellard 

• Zone 5 – Jon Menough 
 

Moved by __________ Seconded by __________ Carried Yes _____ No _____ 
 
I move to approve the recommendation of the Department of Education work 
group to appoint the following individuals to the Grangeville School District #246 
school board, respectively, pursuant to Idaho Code § 33-505: 
 

• Zone 1 – Tyler Harrington 

• Zone 2 – Jamie Russell 

• Zone 3 – Melissa Lane 

• Zone 4 – Bernadette Edwards 

• Zone 5 – Larry Dunn 
 
 
Moved by __________ Seconded by __________ Carried Yes _____ No _____ 
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